2 Jesus Teaches about the Good Samaritan

Afim

T explain to Prmary Children the Story of he Good Samaritan as fold in St Loke's Gospal,

Background Information for
Teachers

A Jewrsh lawoses once asked
Jesus, "Who s my Meighbour™
Instead of replying in the usual
manner, Jesus told 8 stony which
answars this genuine quastion.
The Jewish lawyver may have
mansiderad that kis naighlaur was
any one of his fellow Jaws. Jasus
by usa of this parazle widens the
definition of a ‘neighbour’,

Tha rmeaning of this parable is that
any person from any county, who
i in distress or naad, s my
neighbour,

The road that runs rom Jerosalzm
to Jericho was a very dangarous
road. Jerusalem is above sea Bvel,
and Jericho is elow sealevel. The
road is sorme twanly milas long, 1§
et dovenwards e whoks way

to Jericho, In those days. travellars
repartad that it was inhabited ty
gangs of robbars.

Children's Bible Story:
The Good Samaritan

Tne Phansees (gtrict teachers of
the Jewish law) did not like what
Jesus was teaching and 30 they
tried to cateh hire aut, Ore of tham
azsked himy, *What must | do o
irherit etzrnal life?®

Jesus replied, “What daes tha
Jewish law say? To love God with
&l ry hearl and mind and
strength, and to love my nekghbour
a3 much ag myssIi". "But who 15
iy rzghbour?” the man asked.
In regly, Jesus told this stang

There was once a menchant who
wags travalling down the raad, fram
Jarusalam b Jecicho, As he was
an his journey, he was ambushad
by rebbers, who beat him, and
stripped hum of his clothes, and
siole all his valuable possessions,
Thesy left him lving, half-dead on
the roadsice,

A, Friest happaned to come oown
the mad. VWhan ha saw the poor
cleading traveller ving on the

chapter T0 verses 25-37.

giouns, he theught anly of kaeping
kimsal! safe, 20 he quickly passed
by an she other sica of tha road,
Latar, a second man came down
tha road. He was a singer from the
Temple Cheair, known a5 a 'Levite',
He toc looked at the waunded
traveller, lyving bruized and
wolngdad by the road-side. He
also became rather fearful far s
own salaty. He quickly pazsed by
an the other sids af the narrmw
raad, and went on his journey. He
o d nol do anvything to help the
woundes victim,

Acthird ran came travelling down
1he road. Ha was a Samaritan, In
those days, Jewish peopke did not
spaak to the peocla from Samarnia.
Thare had baen a a religicus
dspute betwasn tha bwo paoples,
mary years before, They kept
themsalvas 1o thamselves,

Howravar, wien the Samaritan saw
the: traveler ing woundeo by the
roadside, he tock Sity on him, The
Samaritan crossad avar the road
te help him, He poured oil and
wine inlo the lraveller’s wounds
to ¢ ean and to haal tham. He
carefully bandaged his waunds.

The Samaritan put the woundad
man on his own dorkey. He carried
kim to a hotel, He gave the hotel-
manager bwa silver coins 1o pay
for the woundad man's stay at the
hotel. The Samaritan ssid to tha
hotel-manager, *Laok aftes Fim,
and if his sty with you, cosls any
rare, | will pay vou the next tima
| am passirg by

Having told the story, Jesus asked
th Pharizess, "Which of these thras
da you think was the neighlbour
to the wounded man lying Dy tha
roadside?" The Pharises
answered. “The Samaritan who
came iethe man's rescua.” Jesus
then said, “Go ard act intha same
mannar,”

Jesus was teaching thal although
the Samaritans were not liked by
tha Jawish people a1 that time, it

was a Samaritan who really was
the man's neighbour, Ghristians
belizve Jasus was leaching that
anvone who neads halp, ig the
Crrigtian's neighlbpcur,

Suggested Classroom

Activities

® Pholocopy onto cantd,
decorate, cul oul and use
the figures opposite to retell

the story of the Good
Samaritan.

® The figures mray be stood

up or attached to thin wire
or Arl Straws. IF time, make
simpfle background sceneny,
Pracitice telling the story in
small groups. Offer a revard
for the bast prasentation to
the whole class.

@ Act oul the story fora
school assembly.

@ Discuss ways we can help
others:
fa) lacally
{b) nationally
{c) internationally.

@ Look in mewspapers for
evidernce of wars ar
disputes between differant
groups of people e.g.
Northern Irefand.

& Talk about people who are
discriminated against
simply due fo the colour of
their skin. Has anybody any
first hand experience of
this?

& Tatk about bullying. Would
we walk by and do nothing
if we saw somebody being
burllied?
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